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MAIN POINTS ABOUT THE TREATY 
 
 

 
A Treaty is...... 

 
  A treaty, in international law, is an agreement 

between sovereign nations 
⇒ sovereign: having ultimate authority 
⇒ treaties are not between cultural groups 

 
  A treaty is primarily a political agreement 

⇒ that is, it is about power 
 
  Māori text prevails in international law   
 

 

  
Te Tiriti o Waitangi says..... 

 
  Affirms (existing) hap� rights 

⇒ retain sovereignty (Article 2) 
⇒ retain control of land (Article 2) 
⇒ culture will be protected (Article 4) 

 
  Promises Māori rights that British have (Article 3) 
 
  Establishes government (Article 1) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
Treaty is for tauiwi 

 
  To provide legitimate government 

⇒ for Europeans already here 
⇒ for those expected to migrate here 

 
  To minimise worst effects of colonisation by 

Europeans 
⇒ so that positive relations would continue 

 
  Māori rights are as first peoples of Aotearoa 
 
 

 

  
Treaty is not Colonisation 

 
  Today, ‘Treaty’ issues (grievances, claims, 

settlements) are due to colonisation 
⇒ they would be issues today even if there had not 

been a Treaty 
 
  Equity strategies address colonisation 

⇒ equity is about fair, just outcomes 
 

 

 
 

 
Treaty is about relationships 

 
 TREATY       hapū who 
  relationships   decided 
     British Crown  hapū hapū against 
   hapū hapū 
     NZ Government (1852) hapū hapū 
  hapū hapū 

Govt Depts Parliament     
-Immigration -Laws iwi/M�ori hapū never 
-MoE -Budget       involved 
 Courts   
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