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RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
SIGNATORIES TO TE TIRITI O WAITANGI

Articles
Hapū

                     Māori

Crown              NZ Government

                          Tangata Tiriti

Article One: 
kawanatanga Responsibility:

To respect the right of the government 
to govern

Right: to govern

Article Two:
tino 
rangatiratanga

land sales

Right: to retain control of all they 
value

Right: all land sales voluntary

Responsibility: for land sales to be 
managed by the government

Responsibility: To ensure hapu retain control 
of all they value

Responsibility: Ensure land sales are 
voluntary

Right: to manage land sales

Article Three:
Maori rights

Right: have same rights and 
protections as British people

Responsibility: ensure Maori have the same 
rights and protections as British people

Article Four:
protection of 
Maori customs

Right: to have customs protected Responsibility: to ensure Maori customs 
protected

Note: The Articles of the Treaty specifically state rights conferred on each party (see bold). 
The (implied) corresponding responsibilities for both parties have been added.


