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ba I a n ce a n d Auckland media research group
Kupu Taea analysed 260 Maori

news items in newspapers and

| | | . . o
In Maori news stories o
finding systematic negative

depictions of Maori.

A leaflet for media consumers, ' ‘ KUPU This leaflet refates aspects of this

. - - - to journalistic standards of
rnalism and media studies student | AEA coverage

journalism and media studies students /! MED.A-,!:DTEEm PROJECT accuracy, balance and fairness.
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( Story components b Research results
and implications
('SOuRcEs )

Ethnicity of sources) ) Newspapers: Pakeha 45%; Maori 37%; unknown 15%
TV news: Maori 40%; Pakeha 38%, unknown 20%

Gender of sources) 4 Newspapers: Men to women ratio: Pakeha 4:1; Maori 2:1
TV news: Pakeha 3:1; Maori 1:1

Order of sources in story) CNewspapers: Pakeha men quoted earlier than Maori on average)

4 Newspapers: Maori were 20 of the 21 sources who
Sources who declined to comment) declined to comment in two Treaty settlement stories.

Parties in Treaty negotiations are not allowed to comment
\_publicly, but this was not stated.

4 Newspapers: Six items. Two opinion pieces likely to be
Belittling commenD offensive to Maori; four comments by reporters, eg. describing
\Maori disagreement as “squabbles”.

( TE REO MAORI '

Use of te reo to describe Maori Newspapers: Kaitiakitanga, rangatiratanga, mana
concepts about resources used in five out of 145 items about Maori resources.
Overall usage of te reo Maori Newspapers: 151 different words and phrases for which there

was an English alternative were used multiple times, totalling
825 instances, an average of two an item.

TV news: Seven words of te reo in total; half the items used
no Maori words.

>>> Themes

This information is available in more detail in Media & Te Tiriti o Waitangi 2004
online at http://www.trc.org.nz/resources/media.htm or as a 42-page report
for $7 (individuals and non-profit groups) or $14 from Kupu Taea,

PO Box 78338, Tamaki Makaurau/Auckland 1002,

For information on reporting Maori news, see Kawe Korero by Michael King
at http://www.journalismtraining.co.nz/bookshop.html
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( Story components )

( THEMES '

r

Research resulits
and implications

(" Both media: 36 items. Stories supported the implication that
Maori have unfair access to funding; or that Maori initiatives

“Financial probity”)

are unworthy of financial support; or that individual Maori are
corrupt or financially incompetent; or that Maori are inappropriate
\proprietors of valuable national assets.

(" Both media: 35 items. Stories supported the idea that

“ H ”\
C Maori resourcesJ

The “public”

Maori have enough resources, or that Maori Treaty claims/
control of resources threatens Pakeha; or implied criticism
\of potential return of resources under Treaty claims.

4 Newspapers: 26 items, 25 on Treaty issues. Stories used
“the public” synonymously with “non-Maori”, marginalising one

“Race” - when the issue is \

\Treaty partner. We suggest using “non-Maori” or “Tauiwi”.

(Newspapers: 24 items. Writers used “race” to describe

cultural difference or the Treaty

differences arising from need, culture or Crown commitments to
Maori as a nation in the Treaty, implying that these differences
are an arbitrary result of genetics or skin colour. Terms such as
K“Treaty—based" or “culture clash” are more accurate.

“Maori success”

Newspapers: 21 items. This was the only positive theme. These
arts, business and education stories gave positive coverage to
\Maori achievements and the promotion of Maori concepts.

4 Newspapers: 18 items, largely about Treaty settlements.
Stories supported the implication that Maori have rights

“Privilege”

"\

or benefits denied other groups and that this is unfair,
\unreasonable or disproportionate.

4 Newspapers: 12 items. Stories stated disparities between
Maori and Pakeha social statistics with no context about

“Sicker and poorer” )

colonial dispossession or discrimination, or no comparison
\with earlier Maori statistics.

“Maori culture”

( ABSENCES '

Newspapers: 10 stories about powhiri. Stories
supported the idea that Maori culture is unjust
\ o' discriminatory compared to Pakeha culture.

=

Treaty clauses

Crown or Government Treaty breaches/
explanation of the claim or grievance

Unsupported assertions )

Newspapers: Three out of 132 items referring to the Treaty

of Treaty details.

tdescribed clauses; New Zealanders have little knowledge

Both media: Few mentions in 132 Treaty references.
Coverage concentrated on the potential for disruption.

/

Maori voices in stories about\

4 Newspapers: Eight stories on Lake Taupo airspace. )
TV news: Five airspace items. Stories made assertions about Maori
\actions that were unsupported by comment from Maori. Y,

[Newspapers: 26 items about the Treaty used Pakeha sources only, )

often MPs debating Treaty policy; 17 items used Maori sources only,

Pakeha debating Treaty policy

\Iargely about the detail of implementing settlements. )




